More important than your thesis topic is who your advisor is
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Bill,

I'll tell you a joke instead.

A rabbit is caught by a wolf. The wolf is about to eat the rabbit, but
the rabbit protests, "I'm only a few weeks away from defending my Ph.D.
dissertation. I have worked so hard, and everyone tells me I have so much
promise. It would be a shame to kill me when I have such a bright future
of research contributions ahead of me that will benefit the world." The
wolf says, "You're writing a Ph.D. dissertation? What is it on?" The
rabbit replies, "It's entitled, The Superiority of Rabbits over Foxes and
Wolves." The wolf says, "That's about the stupidest thing you could have
said. I'll eat you right now." The rabbit says, "Wait, wait! Come to my
den and read my thesis draft. If you don't agree with my conclusions, I
will willingly give myself up to you." So, the wolf goes off with the

rabbit to the rabbit's den ... and the wolf never comes out.



A few weeks later, the rabbit is caught by a fox. The fox is about to
eat the rabbit, but the rabbit protests, "I'm only a few days away from
defending my Ph.D. dissertation. I have worked so hard, and everyone
tells me I have so much promise. It would be a shame to kill me when I
have such a bright future of research contributions ahead of me that will
benefit the world." The fox says, "You're writing a Ph.D. dissertation?
What is it on?" The rabbit replies, "It's entitled, The Superiority of
Rabbits over Foxes and Wolves." The fox says, "That's about the
stupidest thing you could have said. I'll eat you right now." The rabbit
says, "Wait, wait! Come to my den and read my thesis draft. If you don't
agree with my conclusions, I will willingly give myself up to you." So,
the fox goes off with the rabbit to the rabbit's den ... and the fox never
comes out.

A few weeks later, the rabbit is out and meets up with his old friend
the muskrat. The muskrat says, "I hear you finally earned your Ph.D.
Congratulations!" The rabbit says, "Yes, I just defended my Ph.D. thesis
a few days ago." The muskrat asks, "What was your thesis topic?" The
rabbit answers, The Superiority of Rabbits over Foxes and Wolves." The
muskrat says, "That's quite interesting. Can I read it?" The rabbit says,
"Sure. Come to my den." They enter the den, and the muskrat sees the

bones of foxes and wolves all over the floor. In the corner is a large lion.



Which brings us to the moral of the story: More important than

your thesis topic is who vour advisor is.






