Course Introduction

“Cultural Diversity and Social Harmony” is a selective course developed for the MA programme funded by the ESCP. The starting point of the EU in preserving cultural diversity is from the recognition of “difference” while that of China in “building a harmonious society” is from the aim to achieve “harmony”. This simple difference reflects the fundamental disparity between the Western tradition of rationality, individualism and the social concept of democracy and that of the Chinese “Qing Zhi” (emotion aspiration), “Feng Hua” (persuasion  education), the philosophical concept of “Harmony between Man and Heaven” and the emphasis of morality in politics . 

    Generally speaking, without a direct logical compatibility, it is rather unconceivable to connect the EU’s “preservation of cultural diversity” with “building a harmonious society” in China in ES, for the EU is a supra-national entity while China is a sovereign country. Apart from this, “cultural diversity” focuses on difference while “social harmony” emphasizes on harmony. What’s more, the former concerns mainly cultural policy, whereas the latter aims at consolidate social stability as a whole. These disparities in premise seemingly negates the comparison in the present research. 

    Yet, if we view these issues from a broader cultural context between Europe and China and regard them as methods to solve practical differences, however, we will find them meaningful in expounding the hidden cultural mechanisms in respective traditions regarding the practical issue of surviving contradictions and conflicts. In this sense, in the sense of bridging disagreements and achieving unity within diversity, the comparative study of “cultural diversity” and “social harmony” becomes necessary and significant both practically and in a theoretical sense. . 

    The course explores the methods of solving differences in respective cultural traditions through tracing and probing the following issues: 1) different definitions of humanity; 2) the Western pursuit of truth and rationality ( “真理”) vs the Chinese pursuit of  harmony and happiness ( “和悦”) in respective cultural traditions; 3) recognition of differences vs strife for harmony as starting points to dissolve conflicts. Finally, the course will also encourage the students to look more closely at the dissimilarities of linguistic systems that might result in each’s unique philosophical stance. 

