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丝绸之路欧洲研究联合中心

Silk-Road Combined Centre of European Studies


Course File 

(for Elective Courses of ES)

. 

A. Introduction: The course “Cultural Diversity and Social Harmony” is a bilingual class taught both Chinese and English. It is designed best as an on-going open research in the form of a tutorial for students, the aim of which is to provide relevant information about the rationale behind the EU’s effort to preserve cultural diversity as compared with that of China’s attempt to build a “Harmonious society” and stimulate critical thinking and meaningful discussions on pertinent issues. At the same time, basic differences resulted from deep cultural reasons between the European ideal of “unity within diversity” and that of China’s “harmony with differences”. The starting point, which serves as a focus of the relevant research is the different concepts of “man” as an entity in Europe and China, which results in different ideas about human obligations and privileges. The course then moves to a look at the different ways to achieve unity and harmony as rooted in the two traditions that proposed different goals for life. The Chinese tradition, which started with the “teaching through music”, emphasizes “happiness and harmony” while the European tradition, with Plato as the father of philosophy, argues for “Reason” and “Truth”, or the world of “Ideas” as the ultimate purpose of existence. 

       After inviting the students to do research in the above mentioned areas on their own, the course then moves to the concrete policies regarding the “preservation of cultural diversity” in Europe and the “building of social harmony” in China. Discussions and papers on relevant issues existing in current society as the natural cultural outcomes of the different cultural traditions are then carried out and collected as new starting points and materials for further discussions in future classes. Finally, a test at the end of the term is arranged to give the students a chance to express their own understandings of the relevant issues raised in the course and things they have learned in the course about the rationale of EU’s preservation of “cultural diversity” and China’s effort to achieve “social harmony” in the present globalizing world. 

       All together, there will be 4 papers accompanied with discussions to give the students their due grades. The materials of the course are mainly parts of books and articles both in English and Chinese on related issues organized around the research questions proposed by the tutor as an organic project for the on-going comparative study/research implicit in the title of the course.

1. Title of the Course: “Cultural Diversity and Social Harmony”
2. Teaching Staff: Prof. Xiaodong Bai

3. Course Aims: To provide relevant information about the rationale behind the EU’s effort to preserve cultural diversity as compared with that of China’s attempt to build a “Harmonious society” and stimulate critical thinking and meaningful discussions on relevant issues.
4. Specific Objectives Regarding Student’s Performance: Obtaining of relevant information; Independent research; Critical thinking. 

5. Teaching Hours/Credits: 1 (10 Hours)

6. Content / Focus (4 Focuses). e.g.:

	Content 
	Focus 1

Different concepts of man and society in Europe and China

	Issue 1
	European concept vs the Chinese concept of human being

E: Autonomous rational entity with free will; an atom; material;

C: Relational social being as part of a whole cosmic system; a knot in the network of social as well as natural responsibilities and privileges; relational; 

	Issue 2
	European concept vs Chinese concept of human rights/responsibilities
E: Ontological rights given by God/Nature as an essence connected with the gift of reason/Idea; (Plato).

C: Relative responsibilities and privileges defined as social roles; (Confucius). 


	Content 
	Focus 2 

Deep cultural notions that result in the differences between Europe 

and China:

	Issue 1
	E: Binary opposition; The either/or way of thinking; Confirmation. of differences and conflicts and systematic guarantee of “unity within diversity”; Law, Democracy, 

C: Balance of Yin-Yang; Dialectic way of thinking; Affirmation of harmony and self-cultivation for “harmony with differences”; Human factor; Moral regulation;

	Issue 2
	E: Reason and Truth; Knowledge/Science as enlightenment; Balance between fine governmental system and independent personality/individulism; Social sciences.

C: Harmony and Happiness; Wisdom/Moral Balance as salvation; The relational self in the social network of responsibilities and self interests regulated by the innate human desire for peace, harmony and happiness; Moral regulations. 


	Content 
	Focus 3

Cultural diversity vs Social harmony 

	Issue 1
	European Identity and the Europe as a Culturally Diversified Entity: historical perspective

1, Common Cultural background: Greek Democracy, Roman Law and Christianity;

2, Individualism and the rise of nation-state;

	Issue 2
	Modern China in the globalizing world: historical perspective

1, Socialism with Chinese characteristics: economic reformation;

2, Social harmony as the second step of the Well-To-Do Society: from market economy to moral concerns.


	Content 
	Focus 4 

Difference in solving differences:

	Issue 1
	E: Knowledge-based approach: the rational master of the natural world to “perfect Nature”; Man conquer nature;

C: Wisdom-based approach: an integral part and the “soul” of Nature（钟天地之灵秀）;Harmony between Heaven and Man; 

	Issue 2
	E: Starting from and confirming of differences; systematic guarantee to achieve “unity within diversity”—preserving cultural diversity

C: Aiming at and working towards harmony; Flexibility, emotional/moral persuasion for the goal of “harmony with differences”.—building a harmonious society

	Problematics:
	Cultural roots and present situations:

Questions:

1, What can we learn from the experiences of the European Integration systematically and theory-wise?

2, Is there an objective truth regardless of culture and tradition? If yes, why? If not, why?

3, What are the “Chinese characteristics”? Why? Why not?

Independent research and tentative discussions;


	Focus 1


	Content
	Input
	Material Used
	Chapter & Pages

	Issue 1
	European concept vs the Chinese concept of human being


	Autonomous rational entity vs relational social being 
	Thinking Through Confucius

	几个悖常假

定

pp.11—29 

	Issue 2
	European concept vs Chinese concept of human rights
	Ontological rights vs social responsibilities and privileges;
	Confucian Ethics: a Comparative Study of Self, Autonomy and Community 
	pp.

11—30

pp.

31—49

	Focus 2


	Content
	Input
	Material Used
	Chapter & Pages

	Issue 1
	Different philosophical stance
	Binary opposition vs the balance of Yin and Yang
	1, Of Grammatology Derrida;

2,

《易·系辞上、下》
	1, Translator’s Preface; pp.9—87 ;

2, Part I: Writing before the Letter; pp.74—81 

3, 《易·系辞上、下》
Electronic version

	Issue 2
	European concept vs Chinese concept of Man and Nature:
	The perfect Idea vs the perfect art (Plato’s bed and Paoding’s knife)
	1, Critical Teory Since Plato

2, 

Laozi,Zhuangzi
	1, Plato’s Republic Book X

pp.33—40

2, Zhuangzi: On Life (Pao Ding Dissecting an Ox) pp. 88—89

	Focus 3


	Content
	Input
	Material Used
	Chapter & Pages

	Issue 1
	European Identity 
and the Europe as a 
Culturally 
Diversified Entity: historical perspective


	1，Common Cultural background: 

2, Individualism and the rise of nation-state;
	1，The History of the Idea of Europe;

2, The Idea of Europe
	1, pp.13—38

75—79

2, pp.139—170

pp.170—190



	Issue 2
	Modern China in 
the globalizing 
world: historical 
perspective


	Chinese economic reformation—market economy—moral concerns
	学术界关于建构和谐社会的理论思考；/构建社会主义和谐社会若干重大问题决定(全文)
	“国内政策”文件夹

	Focus 4


	Content
	Input
	Material Used
	Chapter & Pages

	Issue 1
	Difference in 
Relating to the world:
	Knowledge-based vs Wisdom-based approach
	The Dao of the West
	pp.166—184 

	Issue 2
	Difference in 
solving differences:
	Confirming of difference vs aiming at harmony
	中国文化精髓：和合学源流的考察；/中国传统和谐思想及其现代意蕴
	《中国哲学史》1996，1-2；

《湖北经济学院学报》2007，3

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


7. Course Syllabus (a brief list of information of each lesson). e.g.:

	Lesson
	Content
	Input
	Material Used
	Chapter & Pages

	1

	An Introduction to European Studies
	Assessing your strength & weakness.

Advice on learning successfully
	European History
	Chapter 1, pp. 1-14


B. Detailed Class Plan ( see attached ppt.) 
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