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The type-II Dirac cone is a special feature of the band struc-
ture, whose Fermi level is represented by a pair of crossing
lines. It has been demonstrated that such a structure is useful
for investigating topological edge solitons and, more specif-
ically, for mimicking the Klein tunneling. However, it is still
not clear what the interplay between type-II Dirac cones
and the non-Hermiticity mechanism will result in. Here,
this question is addressed; in particular, we report the PT-
symmetric photonic lattices with type-II Dirac cones for the
first time to our knowledge. We identify a slope-exceptional
ring and name it the type-II exceptional ring. We display the
restoration of the PT symmetry of the lattice by reducing
the separation between the sites in the unit cell. Curiously,
the amplitude of the beam during propagation in the non-
Hermitian lattice with PT symmetry only decays because
of diffraction, whereas in the PT symmetry-broken lattice
it will be amplified, even though the beam still diffracts.
This work establishes the link between the non-Hermiticity
mechanism and the violation of Lorentz invariance in these
physical systems. © 2024 Optica Publishing Group. All rights,
including for text and data mining (TDM), Artificial Intelligence (AI)
training, and similar technologies, are reserved.

https://doi.org/10.1364/OL.530600

The PT symmetry was first proposed in quantum mechan-
ics in 1998 [1], on the account of demonstrating a curious
new feature that some PT -symmetric non-Hermitian Hamil-
tonians may still display entirely real spectra of eigenvalues.
This striking discovery led to the fast formulation of a new
version of quantum mechanics, the non-Hermitian quantum
mechanics. In the past few decades, the concept attracted a
lot of attention from researchers in various fields, but espe-
cially from the optical and photonic communities, since it is
quite natural and relatively simple to realize PT -symmetric
structures in optical systems [2–9], including waveguide arrays,
optical microresonators, and photonic crystals. It is worth
mentioning that the PT symmetry in optics [10] belongs to
the well-known quantum-optical analogy [11]. In this lim-
ited space, we cannot include much of the vast literature

on PT symmetry; we only recommend some recent reviews
[12–18].

In photonic lattice systems, especially lattices with Dirac
cones, thePT symmetry is very important [19–21], owing to the
tremendous applicative potential of combined non-Hermitian
properties and topological photonics [22–27]. One fascinating
feature of non-Hermitian photonic lattices is that the bands may
coalesce into exceptional rings, which are different from the dia-
bolic points (e.g., Dirac points) in the Hermitian systems [25].
Both the eigenstates and eigenvalues on the exceptional ring
(which is a ring of exceptional points) are degenerate, but only
the eigenvalues at the diabolic points are degenerate. Another
convenient feature of the non-Hermitian photonic lattices is that
they may possess totally real eigenvalues [19,28,29], provided
proper operations are performed on the lattice.

On the other hand, the type-II diabolic point is quite rare
in comparison with its type-I counterpart [30,31], because the
Fermi surface corresponding to the former case is a pair of
crossing lines, while for the latter, it is a point [32]. In addition,
the quasiparticles corresponding to the type-II diabolic points
violate the Lorentz invariance [33–36], which is a feature worth-
while investigating. Also interesting would be to construct other
lattices possessing type-II Dirac points. Namely, there is only
one simple lattice that possesses type-II Dirac points naturally
[37–40]. It is not an easy task to seek for other lattices with
band structures supporting type-II Dirac points, because one
has to exert carefully chosen deformations on the lattice sites, to
effect such a band [32,41–47]. This makes the investigation of
the interplay between type-II Dirac points and non-Hermitian
mechanisms an extraordinarily difficult task.

In this Letter, based on the lattice with a natural type-II
Dirac point, which is unique for investigating the aforemen-
tioned interplay, we report the type-II exceptional ring and
show the establishment of PT symmetry for the first time. The
reason for introducing the type-II exceptional ring is that it
originates in the interplay between type-II diabolic points and
the non-Hermiticity mechanism. The exceptional point associ-
ated with type-I diabolic point is the type-I exceptional point,
which is common and nothing new. We will also show that the
non-Hermitian lattice can be adjusted to be PT -symmetric, by
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Fig. 1. (a) Photonic lattice with type-II Dirac cones. There are
three sites (A, B, C) in one unit cell, as indicated by a white hexagon.
The lattice constant is d, and the separations of the three sites in each
unit cell are adjusted by d1 and d2. The basis vectors of the Bravais
lattice are v1 = [−d/2, 2d +

√
3d/2] and v2 = [d/2, 2d +

√
3d/2].

(b) Imaginary part of the lattice, with site B being conservative,
site A gainy, and site C lossy.

suppressing the separation among the three sites in each unit
cell. At last, the PT symmetry of the lattice is demonstrated by
comparing the discrete diffraction of Gaussian beams launched
into properly prepared conservative and non-Hermitian lattices.
The Gaussian beam is always damped if the PT symmetry is
satisfied, but it will be amplified if the PT symmetry is broken.

The propagation dynamics of a light beam can be described
by the normalized nonlinear Schrödinger-like paraxial wave
equation:

i
∂ψ

∂z
= −

1
2
∇2ψ − [Rre(x, y) + iRim(x, y)]ψ − |ψ |2ψ, (1)

where ∇2 = ∂2
x + ∂

2
y is the transverse Laplacian; x and y

are the spatial coordinates normalized to r0, which is the
characteristic transverse scale; and z is the propagation dis-
tance normalized to the diffraction length kr2

0 , in which
k = 2n0π/λ is the wavenumber, n0 is the ambient refractive
index, and λ is the wavelength. The function Rre stands for
the profile of the potential landscape (the refractive index
modulation) that can be expressed using the Gaussian func-
tions: Rre = pre

∑︁
m,n exp

{︁
−[(x − xm,n)

2 + (y − ym,n)
2]/σ2

}︁
, with

(xm,n, ym,n) being the grid coordinates of the lattice.
In Fig. 1(a), we display the lattice with type-II Dirac cones in

its band structure, in which d is the fixed lattice constant, equal
to the separation between two neighboring unit cells along the
x direction, and pre = k2r2

0δnre/n0 is the depth of the waveguide,
with δnre being the refractive index contrast. Parameter σ deter-
mines the width of the waveguide. In the unit cell, we fix site
B, while sites A and C can be shifted horizontally. The separa-
tion between sites B and A is denoted by d1 and that between
sites B and C is denoted by d2. In this work, we assume that
d1 = d2, which makes the analysis simpler. The function Rim in
Eq. (1) represents the imaginary part of the potential, which
can also be expressed using Gaussian functions, with pim being
the strength of the potential. Figure 1(b) gives the profile of
Rim that will be considered in this work—there is loss on site
A and gain on site C, but there is neither gain nor loss on
site B.

For the convenience of analysis, we write the Hamil-
tonian of the system by using the tight-binding method,
with the nearest-neighbor coupling being considered only, as

follows:

H =

⎡⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣
H11 + iγ w H13

w H11 w
H∗

13 w H11 − iγ

⎤⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦ , (2)

where w is the intra-cell coupling strength, n is the inter-
cell coupling strength, and H11 = 2n cos[k · (v2 − v1)] and H13 =

n[exp(−ik · v1) + exp(−ik · v2)] are the diagonal and off-diagonal
components, respectively. Furthermore, k = [kx, ky] is the Bloch
momentum, and γ weighs the on-site loss or gain.

Firstly, we consider the case with the intra-cell coupling being
not smaller than the inter-cell coupling strength: w ≥ n, which
corresponds to d1 = d2 ≤ d in Fig. 1(a). For this case, we set
n = 1, so that only w needs to be adjusted. In Fig. 2(a), we show
the band structures of the conservative lattices with γ = 0, to
be compared with those of the non-Hermitian lattices. The band
structures are obtained numerically, by diagonalizing the Hamil-
tonian in Eq. (2), which is a function of kx and ky. The lattice is
regular if w = 1, and the band structure possesses type-II Dirac
cones between neighboring bands [37–40]. As w increases, the
Dirac cones move toward kx = 0, which results in their meet-
ing and coalescing with each other (see the band structure for
w = 2), and disappearing ultimately, to form bandgaps (see the
band structure for w = 2.5).

Corresponding to the conservative case in Fig. 2(a), we show
the band structures of the non-Hermitian lattices with γ = 0.24
in Figs. 2(b) and 2(c), which include the real and imaginary
parts, respectively. Different from the conservative lattice, the
type-II Dirac cones in the band structure are replaced by the
exceptional elliptic rings. In the PT -symmetric honeycomb lat-
tice [19], the exceptional rings are circular and parallel to the
Bloch momentum plane. However, the exceptional rings here are
neither parallel nor orthogonal to the Bloch momentum plane,
as shown in panels with w = 1 and w = 1.5 in Fig. 2(b). Since
the exceptional ring is inherited from the type-II Dirac cone, it
is reasonable to call it the type-II exceptional ring. For the case
with w = 2, the type-II exceptional rings that are symmetric
about kx = 0 coalesce, to form a curved ring, which is also sym-
metric about kx = 0. Similar to the conservative case in Fig. 2(a),
the exceptional rings disappear if w increases further, as shown
in the panel with w = 2.5 in Fig. 2(b). It is worth mentioning
that the band structures with w = 2.5 in Figs. 2(a) and 2(b) are
the same, and the reason is that the PT symmetry condition
is satisfied and the eigenvalues of the Hamiltonian in Eq. (2)
are completely real, as depicted by the imaginary part of the
band structure with w = 2.5 in Fig. 2(c). For other cases with
exceptional rings in the real part of the band structure, there are
imaginary eigenvalues in the regions where the exceptional rings
exist. In Fig. 2(c), the imaginary part of the band structure with
increasing intra-cell coupling strength w is exhibited, to display
the realization of the PT symmetry. Following the same proce-
dure, we fix the intra-cell coupling strength w = 1 and increase
the inter-cell coupling strength n gradually. The corresponding
band structures can be found in Supplement 1. They do not dis-
play PT symmetry. That is, the PT symmetry condition can
be fulfilled via a deformation operation, by making the intra-cell
coupling stronger.

In the previously reported exceptional rings, the eigvalues
around the ring are all the same [19,25,48,49]; however, this is
not true for the type-II exceptional rings. In Fig. 3, we show the
magnified type-II exceptional rings of Fig. 2(b), with w = 1 and
w = 2. One can note from the peripheries of exceptional rings
in Fig. 3(a) that the slopes at the rings are discontinuous. This

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.26153050
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Fig. 2. Band structure of the non-Hermitian lattice with type-II Dirac cones, based on the tight-binding method under the condition w ≥ n.
(a) Conservative case, with w increasing gradually. (b) Real part of the band structure, with w increasing gradually. (c) Imaginary part of the
band structure corresponding to the real part in (b). Other parameters: n = 1 and γ = 0.24.

Fig. 3. Magnified exceptional rings. (a) w = n = 1. (b) n = 1 and
w = 2. Other parameters are the same as those in Fig. 2(b).

brings dramatic consequences for the behavior of quasiparticles
generated close to the ring. Figure 3(b) shows the coalesced
exceptional ring.

To better analyze the properties of type-II exceptional rings,
we also display the band structure in the cross section ky = 0
in Fig. 4. There are four exceptional points in Fig. 4(a), and at
each exceptional point, the dispersion exhibits a discontinuous
slope of hyperbolic shape. Remembering that the gradient

of the dispersion relation determines the group velocity via
v = −b′

re = dbre/dkx, we show the gradient of the bands in the
cross section ky = 0 in Fig. 4(b). Clearly, the quasiparticle that is
depicted by the wave packet will move with a rather large trans-
verse group velocity when it is close to the exceptional point,
since the velocity is approaching infinity at the point, and surely
it will be far beyond the speed of the corresponding quasiparti-
cles associated with type-II Dirac cones. These results are quite
similar when the exceptional points coalesce, as shown by the
band structure in the cross section ky = 0 of Fig. 4(c), which
exhibits two exceptional points and the corresponding gradient
of the band structure in Fig. 4(d).

As discussed above, the non-Hermitian lattice is PT -
symmetric if the intra-cell coupling w is sufficiently stronger
than the inter-cell coupling n. In the photonic lattice, one has
to shift sites A and C closer to site B; i.e., only the condition
d1 = d2<d (rather than d1 = d2>d) may restore the PT sym-
metry. Intensive numerical simulations demonstrate that the
critical value of pim is ∼ 0.571, at which the PT symmetry
is broken. In Supplement 1, we compare the light propagation

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figshare.26153050
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Fig. 4. Exceptional rings in the cross section ky = 0 and the
corresponding first-order derivative b′

re = −dbre/dkx. (a) and (b)
w = n = 1. (c) and (d) n = 1 and w = 2. Other parameters are the
same as those in Fig. 2(b). The color of the curve is in accordance
with that of the corresponding band in Fig. 2(b). Arrows in (a) and
(c) point to the exceptional points.

dynamics in both conservative and PT -symmetric lattices, with
the same d1,2 = 1.4, d = 1.6, pre = 10, and σ = 0.5, accord-
ing to Eq. (1). The loss in the experiment can be controlled
via the management of longitudinal landscapes or the quality
of waveguide fabrication in photorefractive crystals or fused
silica [28,29].

Summarizing, we have reported the non-Hermitian pho-
tonic lattice with natural type-II Dirac cones, by properly
introducing the gain and loss to the sites in each unit cell.
The exceptional rings associated with the type-II Dirac cones
are no longer parallel with the Bloch wave vector plane.
This kind of exceptional rings is different from the previ-
ously reported ones, and we call them the type-II exceptional
rings. We also find that the quasiparticles close to the type-
II exceptional ring possess much higher velocities than those
associated with the type-II Dirac cones. The results establish
the link between the PT symmetry and the type-II Dirac
cones, which may pave the way to develop active optical
devices associated with the systems that violate the Lorentz
invariance.

Funding. Natural Science Basic Research Program of Shaanxi Province
(2024JC-JCQN-06); National Natural Science Foundation of China
(12074308, 12304370); Qatar National Research Fund (NPRP13S-0121-
200126); Fundamental Research Funds for the Central Universities
(sxzy012024146).

Disclosures. The authors declare no conflicts of interest.

Data availability. Data underlying the results presented in this Letter are
not publicly available at this time but may be obtained from the authors upon
reasonable request.

Supplemental document. See Supplement 1 for supporting content.

REFERENCES
1. C. M. Bender and S. Boettcher, Phys. Rev. Lett. 80, 5243 (1998).
2. R. El-Ganainy, K. G. Makris, D. N. Christodoulides, et al., Opt. Lett.

32, 2632 (2007).
3. K. G. Makris, R. El-Ganainy, D. N. Christodoulides, et al., Phys. Rev.

Lett. 100, 103904 (2008).
4. Z. H. Musslimani, K. G. Makris, R. El-Ganainy, et al., Phys. Rev. Lett.

100, 030402 (2008).
5. A. Guo, G. J. Salamo, D. Duchesne, et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 103,

093902 (2009).
6. C. Rüter, K. Makris, R. El-Ganainy, et al., Nat. Phys. 6, 192 (2010).
7. A. Regensburger, C. Bersch, M.-A. Miri, et al., Nature 488, 167

(2012).
8. L. Chang, X. Jiang, S. Hua, et al., Nat. Photonics 8, 524 (2014).
9. Z. Y. Zhang, Y. Q. Zhang, J. T. Sheng, et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 117,

123601 (2016).
10. J. Cham, Nat. Phys. 11, 799 (2015).
11. S. Longhi, Laser Photonics Rev. 3, 243 (2009).
12. V. V. Konotop, J. Yang, and D. A. Zezyulin, Rev. Mod. Phys. 88,

035002 (2016).
13. S. Longhi, Europhys. Lett. 120, 64001 (2017).
14. R. El-Ganainy, K. G. Makris, M. Khajavikhan, et al., Nat. Phys. 14, 11

(2018).
15. M.-A. Miri and A. Alù, Science 363, eaar7709 (2019).
16. Y. Ashida, Z. Gong, and M. Ueda, Adv. Phys. 69, 249 (2020).
17. S. K. Gupta, Y. Zou, X.-Y. Zhu, et al., Adv. Mater. 32, 1903639 (2020).
18. C. Wang, Z. Fu, W. Mao, et al., Adv. Opt. Photonics 15, 442 (2023).
19. A. Szameit, M. C. Rechtsman, O. Bahat-Treidel, et al., Phys. Rev. A

84, 021806 (2011).
20. Y. Q. Zhang, X. Liu, M. Belić, et al., Rom. Rep. Phys. 68, 230 (2016).
21. Q. Wang and Y. D. Chong, J. Opt. Soc. Am. B 40, 1443 (2023).
22. T. Ozawa, H. M. Price, A. Amo, et al., Rev. Mod. Phys. 91, 015006

(2019).
23. M. Parto, Y. G. N. Liu, B. Bahari, et al., Nanophotonics 10, 403 (2020).
24. H. Wang, X. Zhang, J. Hua, et al., J. Opt. 23, 123001 (2021).
25. A. Li, H. Wei, M. Cotrufo, et al., Nat. Nanotechnol. 18, 706 (2023).
26. H. Nasari, G. G. Pyrialakos, D. N. Christodoulides, et al., Opt. Mater.

Express 13, 870 (2023).
27. Q. Yan, B. Zhao, R. Zhou, et al., Nanophotonics 12, 2247 (2023).
28. S. Weimann, M. Kremer, Y. Plotnik, et al., Nat. Mater. 16, 433 (2017).
29. S. Xia, D. Kaltsas, D. Song, et al., Science 372, 72 (2021).
30. M. C. Rechtsman, J. M. Zeuner, Y. Plotnik, et al., Nature 496, 196

(2013).
31. G. Jena, G. Kulkarni, R. K. Varshney, et al., J. Phys. D: Appl. Phys.

57, 305101 (2024).
32. M. Milićević, G. Montambaux, T. Ozawa, et al., Phys. Rev. X 9,

031010 (2019).
33. S.-Y. Xu, N. Alidoust, G. Chang, et al., Sci. Adv. 3, e1603266 (2017).
34. M. Yan, H. Huang, K. Zhang, et al., Nat. Commun. 8, 257 (2017).
35. H.-J. Noh, J. Jeong, E.-J. Cho, et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 119, 016401

(2017).
36. F. Fei, X. Bo, R. Wang, et al., Phys. Rev. B 96, 041201 (2017).
37. K. C. Jin, H. Zhong, Y. D. Li, et al., Adv. Quantum Technol. 3, 2000015

(2020).
38. H. Zhong, S. Xia, Y. Zhang, et al., Adv. Photon. 3, 056001 (2021) .
39. Y. Tian, Y. Zhang, Y. Li, et al., Front. Phys. 17, 53503 (2022).
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